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BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION
Delaware remained a racially segregated society until the mid-twentieth
century.. Though the segregation of public schools was supported
by the “separate but equal® doctrine that had been upheld by the
nation’s highest court, the facilities and services provided for students
were hardly equal. Seeking to address this situation, citizens in the
communities of Claymont and Hockessin solicited the counsel of Louis
L. Redding, the state’s first African-American attorney. In 1951,
with the assistance of attorney Jack Greenberg, Mr. Redding brought
suit against the State Board of Education in the Delaware Court of
Chancery. Formally known as Belton v. Gebhart and Bulah v. Gebhart,
the cases were combined. Redding argued that laws requiring schools
to be segregated by race denied the African-American students their

constitutional right to the equal protection of the law. The chief judge of
- the Court of Chancery, Collins J. Seitz, agreed, finding that segregation 2 -
was inherently harmful to the students, and therefore unconstitutional. N ———
Integration of affected schools was ordered. The Chancellor’s ngimon = -~
was the first clear victory for opponents of segregation in an —— &
American court. The ruling was subsequently appealed and heard o e

by the United States Supreme Court as part of the Brown v. Board
of Education case. On May 17, 1954, the Supreme Court adopted

reasoning of Redding and Seitz in a decision that effecli\‘fely
; ools throughout the nation.
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A tradition of Access to Justice



ON THE COVER:

The plaque outside the New Castle County Courthouse in
Wilmington commemorating Delaware’s unique role in the
landmark school desegregation case Brown v. Board of
Education. One of the Delaware schools involved in that
case, Howard High School in Wilmington, was the site for
the December 8, 2015 public forum held by the Delaware
Access to Justice Commission’s Fairness Committee that is
investigating the root causes of racial disparities in the crim-
inal justice system.
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