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Innovating  
for the Future 

  “I like the dreams of the  
    future better than the  
    history of the past.” 

    Thomas Jefferson, Letter to  
    John Adams, 1816

Developing new ways to serve our business community 

Pioneering efforts to assist self-represented litigants 
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Creating Innovative Special Courts and Programs

Leading Initiatives in Promoting Racial and Ethnic 
Fairness in the Justice System 
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Employing Cutting Edge Technology 

Teaching Tomorrow’s Citizens Today 
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MESSAGE FROM THE  
STATE COURT  

ADMINISTRATOR 
                                                               Honorable Patricia W. Griffin

Self-Represented Litigants/Procedural Fairness 

• 

• 

• 

•

Mental Health and Criminal Justice Task Force 
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Community Outreach 

Collections 

Family Court Judge William L. Chapman, Jr. talking to student 
participants from the Latin American Community Center during a 
Youth Forum last summer. 

Teacher Participants in the 2010 Supreme Court 
“Classroom to Courtroom” Teachers Program, 
along with Chief Justice Myron T. Steele, Justice 
Henry duPont Ridgely and Justice Carolyn Berger. 
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Racial and Ethnic Diversity 

Continuity of Operations Planning/Security/Facilities 

Technology Management and Support 
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LEGISLATION 

The Judiciary’s legislative team brings together represen-
tatives of the courts and the Administrative Office of the 
Courts to enhance the effectiveness of the Judicial 
Branch’s relationship with the General Assembly by serv-
ing as the main Judicial Branch contact for legislative 
matters and by monitoring and analyzing legislation for 
impact on the Judiciary.  The following legislation affect-
ing the Judicial Branch was passed during FY 2010 by the 
General Assembly: 

BILL NUMBER DESCRIPTION

Del.C

Del.C
Del.C.
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FISCAL OVERVIEW 

SUMMARY OF JUDICIAL BUDGETS-FISCAL YEARS 2009-2011* 

GENERAL FUNDS - State Judicial Agencies and Bodies 
FY 2009 FY 2010 FY 2011 

Enacted Budget Enacted Budget Enacted Budget 

 Supreme Court  $       3,219,500     $  3,140,700    $  3,126,900 

 Court of Chancery           3,105,100    3,012,700   3,002,500 

 Superior Court         22,202,600             21,257,200            21,152,600 

 Family Court         19,619,900             18,984,000            18,590,300 

 Court of Common Pleas           9,260,400    8,996,900   8,971,600 

 Justice of the Peace Court         17,261,300             16,664,800            16,611,700 

 Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC)           3,742,700    3,478,400   3,475,000 

 AOC Custodial Pass Through Funds**           4,940,000             4,876,300             5,471,300 

 Office of State Court Collections Enforcement                                                   560,500                 543,000                538,300 

 Judicial Information Center           3,585,700   3,448,400   3,448,200 

 Law Libraries              491,100       453,000      451,700 

 Office of the Public Guardian              501,700       481,200      482,900 

 Child Placement Review Board              526,600       502,200      491,900 

 Office of the Child Advocate              876,500       836,200      826,600 

 Child Death, Near Death & Stillbirth Commission              418,600                393,900                393,400 

 DE Nursing Home Residents Quality Assurance                                                
Commission                                                               56,700        54,700       54,800 

 TOTAL  $    90,368,900   $    87,123,600   $    87,089,700 

*The FY 2009 Enacted Budget does not reflect reversions of appropriated budget funds back to the General Fund.  Judicial Branch reversions 
were $735,200 in FY 2009.  No reversions were taken in FY 2010. As of the date of this publication, no reversions were taken in FY 2011. 

**These programs are included in AOC funding but are shown separately because they are pass-through funds.  They include the Court Ap-
pointed Attorney Programs, Interpreters, Victim Offender Mediation Program, Elder Law Program, and COTS. 

Source: Administrative Office of the Courts 
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FISCAL OVERVIEW 

COURT GENERATED REVENUE - FISCAL YEAR 2010 

RESTITUTION - FISCAL YEAR 2010 

    Assessed Collected         Disbursed* 

 Superior Court     $  10,737,700       $        2,181,400     $          2,355,900 

 Family Court             113,200                     267,500                     256,400  

 Court of Common Pleas             673,800                     592,600                     576,800 

 Justice of the Peace Court               39,100                       56,300                       33,800  

 Office of State Court Collections Enforcement**                      -                                52,000                       58,100  
 RESTITUTION TOTAL   $  11,563,800     $          3,149,800      $          3,281,000 

COLLECTIONS BY THE OFFICE OF STATE COURT COLLECTIONS ENFORCEMENT 
On Behalf of Courts and Agencies*** 

Total 
 Superior Court      $        2,801,100 
 Family Court                    77,900  
 Justice of the Peace Court                  152,300  
 Department of Correction                  890,600  

 OSCCE - TOTAL COLLECTIONS  $      3,921,900 

     

  *The amount disbursed is greater than the amount collected because some funds collected in FY 2009 were disbursed in FY 2010.

ASSESSMENTS AND COLLECTIONS FOR THE TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND 

             Assessed Collected 

 Superior Court     $         218,900       $           60,100 

 Family Court                  13,700                     10,500 

 Court of Common Pleas              1,051,100                   523,000 

 Justice of the Peace Court              2,930,900                      2,382,400 
 TRANSPORTATION TRUST FUND TOTAL    $      4,214,600     $        2,976,000 

**The figures shown in this table for the Office of State Court Collections Enforcement (OSCCE) reflect only restitution for cases that have 
been closed by Family Court.  OSCCE also collects restitution on current cases for Superior Court and the Justice of the Peace Court.
Amounts collected by OSCCE on behalf of those courts are included in the restitution figures for those courts. 

NOTE:  As of July 1, 2009, the Violent Crimes Compensation Board was transferred to the Department of Justice as the Victims’ Compen-
sation Assistance Program. 

Source:  Administrative Office of the Courts 

***In FY 2010, OSCCE collections included amounts submitted to the general fund, amounts submitted to non-general fund recipients, 
and restitution. Amounts collected by OSCCE on behalf of all courts, except Family Court, are also included in general fund and restitu-
tion figures for those courts.  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE          
DELAWARE COURT SYSTEM
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OVERVIEW OF THE COURTS 

Justice of the  
Peace Court 

Court of  
Common

Pleas

Family
Court

Superior
Court

Court of  
Chancery 

Chief Justice, 
Supreme Court 

Administrative Office  
of the Courts 

Child Placement Re-
view Board 

Office of the Child 
Advocate

ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY AND FUNDING

Supreme Court 

Key:

Direction of Appeals

Direction of Transfer 

Court of 
Chancery 

Justice of the 
Peace Court Alderman’s Courts* 

Court of 
Common Pleas 

Superior Court
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Child Death, Near 
Death & Stillbirth 

Commission 

Nursing Home Resi-
dents Quality Assur-
ance Commission 

Family Court

= Funded by County 

= Funded by State 

*Alderman’s Courts are not part of the Delaware court system.  They are independent entities within their respective municipalities.   However, cases 
may be  transferred or appealed  to a State court.
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THE DELAWARE COURT SYSTEM 

SUPREME COURT

Final appellate jurisdiction for criminal cases in which 
the sentence exceeds certain minimums, and in civil 
cases as to final judgments, certain orders of the 
Court of Chancery, the Superior Court, and the Family 
Court and court designated boards.  Issuer of certain 
writs.

COURT OF LAST RESORT

EQUITY COURT

COURT OF CHANCERY

Hear/determine all matters and causes in eq-
uity (typically corporate, trust, fiduciary mat-
ters, land sale, real estate, and commercial/
contractual matters). 

COURTS OF LIMITED JURISDICTION

FAMILY COURT

Extensive jurisdiction over all domestic relations 
matters, including divorce, custody, 
guardianships, adoptions, visitation, child and 
spousal support, and property division. 
Jurisdiction over intrafamily misdemeanors, 
misdemeanor crimes against children, and civil 
domestic violence protective orders. Jurisdiction 
over all juvenile offenses except certain serious 
offenses.

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS

Statewide jurisdiction in civil actions that do not 
exceed $50,000.  All criminal misdemeanors 
(except certain drug-related offenses).  All 
motor vehicle offenses (except felonies). 
Responsible for preliminary hearings.  Appeals 
from the Justice of the Peace Court, Alderman’s 
Courts, and the Division of Motor Vehicles. 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT

Civil cases that do not exceed $15,000.  Certain 
misdemeanors and most motor vehicle cases 
(except felonies).  May act as committing 
magistrate for all crimes.  Landlord/tenant 
disputes.

ALDERMAN’S COURTS*
Minor misdemeanors, traffic, parking, and 
minor civil matters occurring within town limits 
(specific jurisdiction varies with town charter, 
as approved by the General Assembly). 

SUPERIOR COURT

Original statewide jurisdiction over criminal and 
civil cases (except equity cases).  Exclusive 
jurisdiction over felonies and drug offenses 
(except marijuana possession and most 
felonies/drugs involving minors). Involuntary 
commitments to Delaware Psychiatric Center. 
Intermediate appellate court from the Court of 
Common Pleas, Family Court (adult criminal) 
and administrative boards. 

LAW COURT

*Alderman’s Courts are not part of the Delaware court system.  They are independent entities within their respective municipalities.   However, cases 
may be  transferred or appealed  to a State court.
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Criminal 
Appeals

410
Civil 

Appeals
304

Original 
Applications

39

Boards
12 Other*

5

NUMBER OF SUPREME COURT FILINGS 
BY TYPE FY 2010

* Includes 2 Certifications, 1 Advisory Opinion, 1 
Unauthorized Practice of Law, and 1 Other.

Court of 
Chancery

78

Superior 
Court 566

Family 
Court

70

Non-Court 
Originated

56

NUMBER OF SUPREME COURT FILINGS BY 
COURT OF ORIGINATION FY 2010
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SUPREME COURT 

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Filings 582 715 681 564 583 688 666 670 685 770

Dispositions 598 713 726 586 554 655 668 661 705 724

0
100
200
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400
500
600
700
800
900

SUPREME COURT FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS
BY FISCAL YEAR

0.0 50.0 100.0 150.0 200.0

Criminal Appeals

Civil Appeals

Certifications

Original Applications

Boards

Unauthorized Practice of Law

Other

169.5

152.4

197.0
39.9

41.3

77.0

5.0

SUPREME COURT FY 2010 AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAYS FROM 
FILING TO DISPOSITION BY CASE TYPE
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SUPREME COURT 

Supreme Court Justices: 

Front Row (sitting left to right) Back Row (standing left to right)
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COURT  
OF CHANCERY 

  Chancellor William B. Chandler III 

Civil
931

Estate
2,492

Miscellaneous 
761

NUMBER OF COURT OF CHANCERY 
FILINGS BY TYPE FY 2010
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COURT OF CHANCERY 

Court of Chancery (left to right) 
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2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Filings 4,197 4,159 3,935 4,122 4,221 4,057 4,142 4,027 4,122 4,184

Dispositions 3,868 3,525 3,452 3,391 3,457 4,200 3,567 4,457 3,500 3,724

COURT OF CHANCERY FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS BY FISCAL YEAR
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  President Judge James T. Vaughn, Jr. 

Criminal
8,064

Civil
15,060

NUMBER OF SUPERIOR COURT 
FILINGS BY TYPE FY 2010
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Lawsuit
Climate 2010: Ranking the States

SUPERIOR COURT 

Indictment
5,488

Information
2,078

Rule 9 
Warrant 461

Other*
37

NUMBER OF SUPERIOR COURT CRIMINAL FILINGS BY 
TYPE FY 2010

* Includes appeals, transfers, reinstatements & severances
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Appeals Involuntary 
Commitments

Miscellaneous

4,407

6,654

272
1,246

2,481

NUMBER OF SUPERIOR COURT CIVIL FILINGS BY TYPE 
FY 2010
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SUPERIOR COURT 

Front row (sitting left to right) 

Second row (standing left to right) 

Back row (standing left to right) 

Not Pictured:  
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25,000

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010
Filings 16,907 19,019 19,393 20,387 19,851 20,977 23,075 23,292 23,035 23,124

Dispositions 18,562 19,345 19,907 19,398 19,781 20,077 22,231 23,450 22,602 21,435

VOP Filings 5,706 6,119 6,232 6,349 6,055 6,151 6,255 5,523

SUPERIOR COURT CIVIL & CRIMINAL FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS BY FISCAL YEAR

Standing (left to right) 
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Del.C.

“The court shall endeavor to provide for each person coming 
under its jurisdiction such control, care, and treatment as will 
best serve the interest of the public, the family, and the of-
fender, to the end that the home will, if possible, remain un-
broken and the family members will recognize and discharge 
their legal and moral responsibilities to the public and to one 
another.”

COURT IMPROVEMENT PROJECT (CIP)  

Highlights include: 

  Chief Judge Chandlee Johnson Kuhn 
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JUVENILE JUSTICE

Mental Health Diversion Court 

Gun Court 

SERVICES FOR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANTS    

pro se

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Filings 55,310 53,714 53,161 53,490 55,959 54,361 57,672 53,366 54,892 52,580

Dispositions 52,367 55,957 52,517 55,056 54,313 58,094 55,920 53,211 53,772 52,353

49,000
50,000
51,000
52,000
53,000
54,000
55,000
56,000
57,000
58,000
59,000

FAMILY COURT CIVIL & CRIMINAL FILINGS AND 
DISPOSITIONS BY FISCAL YEAR 

Other*
10,492

Protection from 
Abuse
3,964

Custody & 
Visitation

4,969

Support (New 
non-support, 

Arrears, 
Modifications) 

17,895

Adult Criminal 
4,549

Juvenile 
Delinquency 

7,201

Divorces & 
Annulments

3,510

NUMBER OF FAMILY COURT FILINGS 
BY TYPE FY 2010

*Includes Civil Contempts, Adoption, Termination of Parental Rights, & 
Miscellaneous

FAMILY COURT 
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATE (CASA) 
PROGRAM

FAMILY COURT 

28,987

10,744

12,849

0 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000 35,000

New Castle

Kent

Sussex

NUMBER OF FAMILY COURT FILINGS 
BY COUNTY FY 2010
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HUMAN RESOURCES 

Coaching for Success Performance Management
Sexual Harassment

FAMILY COURT 

Front row (sitting left to right)  Second row (standing left to right)  Back row (standing left to right) 
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  Chief Judge Alex J. Smalls 
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New Castle 
77,743Kent

22,735

Sussex
30,595

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS CIVIL & CRIMINAL 
FILINGS BY COUNTY FY 2010

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010*
Filings 81,451 92,965 95,041 100,232 96,322 100,814 110,765 117,652 126,691 131,073

Dispositions 77,385 89,157 91,283 95,611 96,525 99,704 105,612 113,480 124,804 137,037

Preliminary Hearings 7,616 8,362 8,386 9,189 8,329 9,165 10,413 10,720 9,940 9,066

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS CIVIL & CRIMINAL FILINGS & 
DISPOSITIONS & PRELIMINARY HEARINGS BY FISCAL YEAR

*The significant increase in total case dispositions reflects a significant increase in civil case dispositions.  This increase in civil case dispositions is the 
result of several factors, including the implementation of more efficient case processing procedures, attention to Rule 41(e) dismissals, and the 
implementation of an expedited docket for debt collection cases.
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Front row (standing left to right) 

Second row (standing left to right) 

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

0 2,000 4,000 6,000

New Castle

Kent

Sussex

5,066

2,133

1,867

COURT OF COMMON PLEAS PRELIMINARY 
HEARINGS BY COUNTY FY 2010
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS NUMBER OF FILINGS 
BY TYPE FY 2010
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JUSTICE OF THE 
PEACE COURT 

  Chief  Magistrate Alan G. Davis 

Police Prosecution Process 

0 50,000 100,000 150,000

Title 21 Traffic

Title 11 (Criminal)

Miscellaneous …

Title 7 (Fish and …

Civil Complaints

Landlord/Tenant

VAC**

81,801

30,438

11,104

2,055

14,784

18,304 133,352

NUMBER OF JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
FILINGS* BY TYPE BY 2010

0 50,000 100,000 150,000

Title 21 Traffic

Title 11  (Criminal)

Miscellaneous Criminal

Title 7 (Fish and Game)

Civil Complaints

Landlord/Ten ant

VAC**

81,8 01

30,438

11,104

2,055

14,784

18,304 133,352

NUMBER OF JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 
FILINGS* BY TYPE FY 2010

*Criminal filings are by Defendant
**Voluntary Assessment Center
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 

Consolidation and Relocation in New Castle County 

Court 9
1,581

Court 17
5,414

Court 16
7,381

Court 13
18,712

TOTAL JUSTICE OF THE PEACE CASES FILED BY 
COURT FY 2010 (Civil)

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Total Filings 275,242 258,727 245,444 265,456 290,095 292,005 317,436 318,293 307,925 291,838

Total Dispositions 262,279 243,391 244,349 266,890 0 290,772 313,409 315,663 294,655 290,215

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT CIVIL & CRIMINAL/TRAFFIC 
FILINGS & DISPOSITIONS BY FISCAL YEAR*

*Criminal filings and disposition information is by Defendant, which is similar to case information provided by the other courts.
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 

0
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Court 1 Court 2 Court 3 Court 4 Court 6 Court 7 Court 8 Court 9 Court 10 Court 11 Court 14 Court 15 Court 20 VAC

Cases 2,935 14,073 10,890 8,197 5,033 18,186 2,173 4,682 10,316 27,730 1,567 3,119 16,497 133,352

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT CRIMINAL & TRAFFIC CASES BY DEFENDANTS
BY COURT FY 2010 
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Court 1 Court 2 Court 3 Court 4 Court 6 Court 7 Court 8 Court 9 Court 10 Court 11 Court 14 Court 15 Court 20 VAC
Cases 5,950 37,891 31,420 17,949 10,055 41,444 4,821 8,691 20,609 67,833 4,945 6,740 35,153 145,323

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT CRIMINAL & TRAFFIC CHARGES 
BY COURT FY 2010
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 

Seated (left to right) 

Standing (left to right) 

Not pictured: 

JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT JUDGES

Superior Court
2,453

Family Court
3,272

Court of
Common Pleas

14,250

CAPIASES CLEARED BY JUSTICE OF THE
PEACE COURT FOR OTHER COURTS FY 2010
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JUSTICE OF THE PEACE COURT 

Seated (left to right)  

Standing (left to right)  

Not pictured:   

Seated (left to right) 

Standing middle row (left to right) 

Standing back row (left to right) 

Not pictured:
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