SUPREME COURT

In Fiscal Year 2006, the Delaware Su-
preme Court received 688 appeals and dis-
posed of 655 appeals by opinion, order or
dismissal. On average, the appeals were
decided within 44.6 days from the date of
submission to the date of final decision.
In 93.4% of appeals decided in FY 2006,
the Court met the standard of the Dela-
ware Judiciary for deciding cases within
the 90 days of the date of submission for
decision. Based on the American Bar As-
sociation’s Standards Relating to Appellate
Courts, the Court set a performance meas-
ure for the disposition of 75% of all cases
within 290 days of the date of the filing of
the notice of appeal. The Court exceeded
this objective by disposing of 85.3% of all
cases within the 290 days timeframe. The
Court set another performance measure
for the disposition of 95% of all cases
within one year of the date of the filing of
the notice of appeal. The Court disposed
of 92.7% within this one year timeframe.

On October 24, 2005, the Delaware Su-
preme Court became the first appellate
Court in the nation to require electronic
filing of appeal documents using the Lexis-
Nexis e-Filing system. Taking an incre-
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mental approach to e-Filing, the first e-Filing
phase encompassed only those civil appeals
from the Court of Chancery and the Superior
Court that were previously e-Filed in those
courts. In the second phase which was ef-
fective on June 1, 2006, the Court expanded
its e-Filing initiative to all new civil appeals
from the Court of Chancery and the Superior
Court. The next phases of the project will
be the e-Filing of all criminal appeals from
the Superior Court, followed by all appeals
from the Family Court.

During the past fiscal year, 3,311 Delaware
lawyers filed Annual Registration Statements
with the Court pursuant to Supreme Court
Rule 69. The Court amended the Statement
to provide for an assessment to be paid by
each active Delaware lawyer to fund the
Delaware Lawyers’ Assistance Program. Un-
der Supreme Court Rule 74(b), the purpose
of the program is to provide assistance to
Delaware attorneys and members of the
State Judiciary with alcohol, drug, gambling,
emotional, behavioral, or other personal
problems that affect well-being and profes-
sional performance. The Program is over-
seen by the Delaware State Bar Associa-
tion, which receives an annual grant from
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10 YEAR CASELOAD TREND
SUPREME COURT FILINGS AND DISPOSITIONS BY
FISCAL YEAR

1000
500 ]_‘
O,
1997 | 1998 | 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006
| Filings 551 | 554 | 558 | 656 | 582 | 715 | 681 | 564 | 583 | 688
O Dispositions | 537 | 582 | 527 | 599 [ 598 | 713 | 726 | 586 | 554 | 655

the Court’s Rule 69 assessments, and op-
erates through the Association’s Lawyers’
Assistance Program.

In FY 2006, the Court celebrated the fifty-
fifth anniversary of the separate Supreme
Court. After the second leg of the consti-
tutional amendment was passed in the
Delaware House of Representatives on
May 14, 1951, Governor Elbert N. Carvel
nominated Clarence A. Southerland as
Chief Justice, and Daniel F. Wolcott and
James M. Tunnell, Jr. as Justices, to serve

on the Court. They were confirmed by the
Delaware State Senate and sworn in on
June 5, 1951.

Legal Authorization

The Supreme Court is created by the Con-
stitution of Delaware, Article 1V, Section 1.
The Supreme Court sits in Dover but the
justices maintain their chambers in the
counties where they reside.

NUMBER OF SUPREME COURT FILINGS BY TYPE
Original FY 2006
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Non-court

Originated
60

Family Court
76

NUMBER OF SUPREME COURT FILINGS BY
COURT OF ORIGINATION, FY 2006

Court of Chancery
54

Superior Court
498

Court History

The modern Supreme Court was established
in 1951 by constitutional amendment. The
State’s first separate Supreme Court initially
consisted of three justices and was enlarged
to the current five justices in 1978.

Prior to 1951, Delaware was without a sepa-
rate Supreme Court. The highest appellate
authority prior to the creation of a separate
Supreme Court consisted of those judges who
did not participate in the original litigation in
the lower courts.

These judges would hear the appeal en banc

(collectively) and would exercise final juris-
diction in all matters in both law and eq-
uity.

Jurisdiction

The Court has final appellate jurisdiction in
criminal cases in which the sentence ex-
ceeds certain minimums and in civil cases
as to final judgments and for certain other
orders of the Court of Chancery, the Supe-
rior Court, and the Family Court. Appeals
are heard on the record. Under some cir-
cumstances, the Supreme Court has juris-
diction to issue writs of prohibition, quo
warranto, certiorari, and mandamus.

SUPREME COURT FY 2006 AVERAGE NUMBER OF DAYS
FROM FILING TO DISPOSITION BY CASE TYPE
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Justices

The Supreme Court consists of a chief jus-
tice and four justices who are nominated by
the Governor and confirmed by the Senate.
The justices are appointed for 12-year terms
and must be learned in the law and citizens
of the State. The Court may have no more
than a majority of one justice from any po-
litical party.

Administration

The chief justice is responsible for the ad-
ministration of all courts in the State and
appoints a state court administrator to
manage the non-judicial aspects of court
administration.  The Supreme Court is
staffed by a court administrator, clerk of
the court, staff attorneys, an assistant
clerk, law clerks, secretaries, and court
clerks.

Supreme Court Justices:

Front Row (sitting left to right)
Justice Randy J. Holland

Chief Justice Myron T. Steele
Justice Carolyn Berger

Back Row (standing left to right)
Justice Henry duPont Ridgely
Justice Jack B. Jacobs
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